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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Claims 1-4 (Previously Withdrawn) 

Claims 5-29 (Previously Cancelled). 
30. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for securing a fin to a sports boalrd, 
comprising: 

a housing that covers siz:ed and shaped to cover a fin mounting fastener; 
a first shaft having a first end connected to the housing and a second <Hid 



extending away from the housing ; perpendicular to aaid housing, oiacd and shaped ^to 
oxtond within a channel looatod on o bottom surface of said sporte board ; 

a tab located at the second end of the first shaft that engages a Up of a s ports beard 



channel when said apparatus is in a locked positi o n and that disengages the lip when s aid 



apparatus is in an unload position: a first end of aaid first shaft, caid tab oized md 
shaped to ongago a lip of said ohannolwhon oaid apparatus is in a loclcod position, an i l to 



diaongago paid lip when oaid apparatus is in - an unlocked position » 

a second shaft s paced a fixed distance from the first shaft, the second shaft ha\jing 



a first end connected to the housing a nd a second end extending away from the hous 



ng, 



perpendicular t a crriri h""'-' T1 g. " nr>H nnnp a d to oxtond into oaid chann e l ; and 

a locking mechanism that prevents for preventing removal of 
the housing from the sports board when the locking mechanism 
apparatus is in a locked position and that allows for allowing 
removal of the housing from the sports board when the locking 
mechanism apparatus is in an unlocked position. 



31. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein Ihc fix-at aliaft 



extends from fl the bottom aurfacc of the houaing when the apparatu p i n in eith e r 
the locked or unlocked position and the second shaft comprises a retrace ible 
deadbolt that extends into the channel when the apparatus is in a locced 
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position, and retracts into the housing when the apparatus is in an unlocked 
position. 

32. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 31, wherein the locking 
mechanism is used to extend and retract the second shaft. 

33. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the seco id 
shaft extends from a the bottom surface of the housing when the apparatus is in 
either the locked or unlocked position and the first shaft is rotatable about 
axis perpendicular to the bottom surface of the housing. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 33, wherein 
the locking mechanism is used to rotate the first shaft about the axis. 

35. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 30, further comprising 
depressionr-5aid doproooion located on a the bottom surface of the housing, that receives 
si zed and shaped to acc e pt said fin mounting fastener. 

36. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for securing a sports board 
fin to a sports board, comprising: 

means for covering a fin mounting fastener; and 
means for locking said m^ns for covering covering meana to 
a bottom surface of the sports board. 

37. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 36, wherein said 
Inrkin g means the mconu for locking said covering, mcano in place 
comprises: 

a first shaft having a first end connected to the m eans for covering and a second 



and extending awavfrom th* means for covering perpendicular to cciid - housing, siaed 
„hapod to c r.tcn rl within a ehaaaei i"^t*d nn n hnttom surface of oaid-oporto board ; 



and 
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a tab located at the gggofld, e " d Qf r hft fin>t * haft thaI ™™ PffS a Mp ° f a Sp ° rtS ["* 



gfraans) whga said ar r— tt ID » locked "™ rio " and 0181 the ^ Whe " S M 



g gagtuj i§ in an unlocked positio n a fl iu i Mi d o f oaid f l irt rh^-no l d tab siz e d <jn d 

Innlcnd position, and to 



..my ud tutmfcH y n Hpn f - 1 1 1 1 n ppw ai u j L in a looked position, anc - 

dioongago paid lip wh i ?n nmd apparatus i& in an unlock ed pooitioft; 

a second shaft SEgced , fixed, dimnrr fawn ihe first shaft the second shaft havjns 



a «w end conasffi gj |Q the means for covftrinp and a second end extending away from 



rhP asang for coverin g , p wdi o ul a i W - V irt h n n ni na, steed and c hnp od to miton d »j*> 
oaid chann e l ; and 

a locking mechanism that prevents f o i preventing removal of 
the mgaSS f ™ covering heusiftg from the sports board when the 
apparatus is in a locked position and that allows for allowing 
removal of the far covering homing from the sports board 

when the apparatus is in an unlocked position. 

38. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the first shaft 
extends from a the bottom surface of the means for covering hettsiftg when the 
apparatus is in either the locked or unlocked position and the second shaft 
comprises a retractable deadbolt that extends into the channel when the 
apparatus is in a locked position, and retracts into the means for cover ing 
leasing when the apparatus is in an unlocked position. 

39. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the locking 
mechanism is used to extend and retract the second shaft. 

40. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 37, wherein the second 
shaft extends from a *e bottom surface of the means for covering heusmg when 
the apparatus is in either the locked or unlocked position and the first shaf t is 
rotatable about an axis perpendicular to the bottom surface of the means for 
covering housing . 
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41 (P.evious.y ) The apparatus of ^ 40, wherein the foci* 
^chanism is used to rotate the first shaft about the axis. 

42 (Currently Amended) The apparatus of daim 36. further o-pnJ. 
42. (Current y 0 f the meansjor 



depressiour^ich^e^ locate ™ . J ^_ J _ +Meeeive said in 

coveri ng eevenwg- means, hwl . 

mounting fastener, 

* (Previously Presented) A method for securing a sports board fin ^ a 
sports board, comprising: 

covering a fin mounting fastener with an object; and 

locking the object to the sports board- 

44 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein covering the 

mounting fastener comprises: 

niacins a housing over the fin mounting fastener by inserting f 

! T a bottom surface of the object into a channel of the sports boak 
protruding from a bottom surtace ^ 
th e first shaft having a tab located at an end d^ d*t#*e fro P 
surface, the tab parallel to the channel. 

,5 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein locking the ob ect 

i0 ^tZ^ ^pe* to a channel of die sports board, therlby 
eng*;; I L located on a ^ ***** end of a shaft P « ^ a 

f rt Wect with a Hp of the channel; and 
^XTsZZ - the channef. thereby P — S rotat^ of 

the object; and 

locking the second shaft into the channel. 
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46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein covering the iin 

mounting fastener comprises: 

placing a housing over the fin mounting fastener by inserting a first shift 
and a second shaft protruding from a bottom surface of the object into a chanjel 
of the sports board, the first shaft having a tab located at an end distal dis^e 
from the bottom surface, the tab parallel to the channel. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 43, wherein locking the object 

to the sports board comprises: 

inserting a first shaft and a second shaft into a channel of the sports boajrd, 
the first shaft and the second shaft extending from a bottom surface of the object; 

rotating the first shaft around an axis perpendicular to the bottom surface 
of the object, the first shaft having a tab located at a distal end of the first 
shaft from the bottom surface of the object, thereby engaging the tab with a bpj of 
the channel. 
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